
Did you know? 
1. The Jolly Rodger Flag was designed to be scary and used to warn others that a ship 

was about to attack. 
2. Pirates believed wearing pierced earrings would improve their eyesight. And 
3. It was good luck to have femaile pirates on-board. 
4. Pirates believed that whistling on a ship would cause stormy weather. 
5. Most Pirates stole their ships as they couldn’t afford to buy one. 
6. Pirate captains would change out of their captains clothes if they thought they were 

going to be captured to pretend they were one of the crew. 
7. Most Pirating happened between  1690 and 1720. 
8. They stole useful items such as weapons,  medicine, soap as well as gold and silver. 

Glossary 

Term Definition 

Voyage A long journey involving travel by sea or air. 

Ocean The Ocean is a large space in the sea.  There are 5 

oceans on Earth; Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Artic and 

Southern. 

Maps A representation of land and sea including physical 

features. 

Direction A course along something moves. 

Compass AN instrument which helps show direction. 

Explore Travel through an area in order to find out about it. 

Pirates A person that attacks and robs ships at sea. 

Wave  Usually caused by wind creating a disturbance in the 

water. 

Tide The rise and fall of the sea level. 

Treasure Precious mmetals, gems and valuable objects. 

Enemy Someone who is working against you. 

Jolly Rodger Flag The flag shown by a pirate ship when it is about to 

attack. 

Communication A way of sending and receiving information. 

Can you name the different 

parts of the ship? 

Powerful Knowledge 

Are pirates real? 

Ship Jobs 

Captain 

Quarter Master 

Sailing Master 

Mate 

Boatswain 

Cabin Boy 

Carpenter 



Key Texts 
Oceans and Seas 

Artifacts 

Shells 

Starfish 

Crablines 

Buoys 

Seaweed 

Net 

Jolly Rodger Flag 

The Arts 

• North 

• South 

• East 

• West 

• In front of 

• Behind 

• Below 

• Next to 

Directions and Positional 

Language 

Pirate Punishment 

Walk the plank 

Dunking 

Marooning 

Overboarding 

Selling 



Prior learning 
• Seas and oceans 

• Awareness of Pirates from television 

Future learning 
• Current affairs—pirates today 

• Trading 

• Explorers 

• Crime and Punishment 

Current learning 
 Can you identify on a world map which areas 

are land and which are water? 

 Can you name seas and Oceans? 

 Are pirates real? 

 How were pirates punished? 

 What were the dirrerent jobs on the ship? 

 How did pirates get their ships? 

 Why did they use the Jolly Rodger Flag? 

 What did pirates steal? 

 Can you name some famous pirates? 

 Were females allowed on ships? 

 Are pirates real? 

 

Curricular links: 
Geography – Trading and Explorers. 

Science –  Floating and Sinking 

PSHCE—Crime and punishment 
 



Use of this document 
Reach2 would like to acknowledge at the pictures and information contained in this knowledge organiser have been sourced from a 

variety of websites and did not produce the orginal content but did in fact put it together to form a topic overview  and support for 

teachers. 

Websites used include (although, this is not an extensive list): 

• Google images 

• TES 

• Twinkl 

 


