
Glossary 

Term Definition 

Minibeast A small invertebrate animals like an 

insect or spider. 

Insect A small animal that has six legs and 

either one or two pairs of wings. 

Arthropods An invertebrate animals which all 

have legs with joints. 

Arachnids A type of arthropod. 

Myriapods Have elongated bodies with numer-

ous leg bearing sections. 

Annelids A segmented worm. 

Crustaceans The aquatic group of arthopods. 

Invertebrate An animals without a backbone. 

Thorax The chest of an animal. 

Antennae Long, thin sensors on the head of 

insects. 

Food Chain Who eats who in order to survive. 

Exoskeleton The hard shell on the outside of an 

insects body. 

Abdomen The middle part of an  animal. 

Habitat Where an animal lives. 

Micro Habitat A smaller habitat inside a larger one. 

Lifecycle The series of changes in the life of an 

animal. 

Powerful Knowledge 
Minibeasts 

Ant 

 

An insect: evolved from wasp-like creatures. They live in gardens where 
nests form under paving stones, in soil and between brickwork. During hot 
and humid summer weather, winged adults appear and swarm in large 
numbers; these 'flying ants' mate and eventually disperse to form new colo-
nies. The colonies of the black garden ant are huge, featuring thousands of 
workers who collect food, keep the nest clean and look after the young, and 
a queen who produces the eggs. 

Worm 

 

An invertebrate: around 2700 different types of worm, have between 1 and 
5 pairs of hearts. They are both male and female and live in damp earth. 

Ladybird 

 

An insect whose the spots help identify the species rather than its age.  
Their bright colour warns predators they are not tasty to eat and another 
defence mechanism is to release a yellow fluid.  This may stain your hand. 

Spider 

 

An arachnid: not all spiders spin webs, some actively hunt their prey and 
jump on them. Spiders are not insects as they have eight legs.  They rest but 
cannot sleep, as they do not have eyelids.  They use their webs to catch 
their prey. 
  

Butterfly 

 

An insect who taste with their feet and cannot fly if they are too cold. They 
feed on nectar from attractive plants and their caterpillars are well camou-
flaged to keep them safe.  They usually take to wing between June and Au-
gust. 

Wood-
louse 

 

Has an exoskeleton, a grey armour. They can be found in dark, damp areas 
of the garden and feed on decaying matter such as compost. 

Millipede 

 

Live under rocks or in rotting trees and have, two pairs of legs in each seg-
ment of their body. They usually grow up to 6cm and can be found all year 
round. Most have around 100 legs but this can vary. 

Centi-
pede 

 

They can usually be found in the garden under rocks and generally have 
fewer legs than a millipede.  The most common centipede is the brown 
centipede, which has 15 pairs of legs. 

Bee 

 

An insect closely related to ants and wasps. Bees have smelly feet, which 
leave a scent once they have taken the pollen from a flower.  This warns 
other bees not to waste their time as the pollen has been taken.  Bumble-
bees are larger than honeybees. 



lifecycles 

Food chains example 

The Arts 

Classification 

Key Texts 



Prior learning 
• Animal habitats 

• Experience of minibeasts and butterflies 

when exploring the outdoors 

Future learning 
• Lifecycles 

• Food chains 

• Habitats 

• Classification 

• Rocks and soils 

Current learning 
 Where do minibeasts live? 

 What time of year can you find which     minibe-

asts? 

 Can you name 5 minibeasts and tell me a key fact 

about them? 

 Are all minibeasts insects? 

 Can all minibeasts fly? 

 Do all minibeasts have legs? 

 As they are animals like us, do  all minibeasts 

have the same number of organs as us? 

 Are all minibeasts, mini? 

 Are all minibeasts herbivores? 

 Are all insects safe to handle? 

 What do minibeasts need to survive? 

 Why do we need minibeasts? 

Curricular links: 
Science—Lifecycles, food chains, habitats, living things. 

Geography—Rocks and soils, the world around us and loss of green space and conservation. 

Art—Matisse—famous artists. 



Use of this document 
Reach2 would like to acknowledge at the pictures and information contained in this knowledge organiser have been sourced from a 

variety of websites and did not produce the orginal content but did in fact put it together to form a topic overview  and support for 

teachers. 

Websites used include (although, this is not an extensive list): 

• Google images 

• TES 

• Twinkl 

• https://ecobnb.com/blog/2019/09/kid-friendly-bee-facts/ 

• https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/search?search 

• https://lucyarnold.com/ 

• https://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/153871 

 

 


